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Summer is still here and still hot. Thunderstorms and chances of heat waves are all a part of August's end-game. It gets people to accept autumn more easily. 
In last month’s Freebie article I told you of DVD Flick and DVD Styler. Two free pieces of software that will allow you to take your finished movie clips and embed them into a DVD that is playable for everyone. What if your clips aren’t finished? We have some help for you here as well... think free video editors. This software will allow you to tweak, edit and clip your digital movies so that even Spielberg might get a twinge of jealousy. If not high art, at least edit out the part where you caught Uncle Bob scratching his behind at the family reunion (no one needs to see that). A good Samaritan (Yogesh Mankani)  posted, as part of his blog (at http://bit.ly/cjHfMR), a list of 18 different free software packages that you can experiment with. I will only deal with #1 on the list, Windows Movie Maker.
If you have XP as your operating system, you received Windows Movie Maker with your Service Pack 2 (SP2) updates. If you are using Vista (may the Lord have mercy on your soul), download it from http://bit.ly/kXpG92 Or go to http://bit.ly/gT4F8Z if you’re running Windows 7. The location  gives you a download link and tells you how to find out if Windows Movie Maker is already installed on your system. Mr. Mankani has also kindly included a list of the top 10 free online editing software at http://bit.ly/bICenR, if you don’t want to install any software on your PC. All you need is a browser and a broadband connection to the net and you are ready to go.
Speaking of YouTube (subtle transition here), by starting your account today you might avoid the DVD building entirely. Last month I suggested YouTube as a possible source of stock movie clips. If you post your immaculately edited movie to You Tube, just send your friends the web address of your video and let them watch it in their browser. Go to http://www.youtube.com/  to get things started. Even radio shows are posting to You Tube. Check out http://www.youtube.com/user/JRense?blend=6&ob=5  to hear (see?) some alternative radio. You may not agree with it but what a range of topics. YouTube content goes from stupid to sublime so be aware of your filtering options. YouTube is Google owned and operated.
Non-free warning! Do you want your YouTube posted podcast/rants sounding crisp and clear? Invest in a good microphone for your system. Don’t depend on small built-in mics in your laptop or cheap gaming headphones. Blue Microphones has some highly rated USB microphones that you can check out at http://www.bluemic.com/desktop/. . They may look a little funky but it is said their sound starts to get close (for the money) to the studio. I might suggest the Blue Yeti. Google "Blue Yeti" as key words, hit the Shopping button at the top of the screen and go from there. 

Almost last words... the Barnes & Noble NOOKcolor at $249 is the lowest price tablet disguised as an E-Book reader. You can read and browse as is. When the warranty runs out, root your NOOK and have a full Android tablet plus a well-regarded E-book reader. More details next month if I feel like it.

My personal email address is dlbilcik@yahoo.com if you want to send me comments, questions or cash. Please put “Freebies” somewhere on the subject line so I will have some idea about its contents. Tell me about your best free software experience or your our best bargain (...ever!) and I will pass it on.
